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In academic year 2006/07, there were 35,282 students from Japan studying in the United States (down 8.9% from the previous year).  Japan is the fourth-leading place of origin for students in the United States.

· Academic Level.  The majority of Japanese students study at the undergraduate level.  In 2006/07, their breakdown was as follows:
63.1% 
undergraduate

19.9% 
graduate students

6.7%   
other

10.4%
OPT (Optional Practical Training)

· Historical trends.  Japanese enrollment decreased this year following a decrease from the previous year. From 1994/95 until 1998-99, Japan was the leading sender of students to the U.S., but has since fallen to fourth due to surges in enrollments from India, China, and the Republic of Korea and the effects of a rapidly aging population in the country.

	Year
	# of Students from Japan
	% of Total Foreign Students in US
	# of US Study Abroad Students Going to Japan

	2006/07
	35,282
	6.1%
	n.a.

	2005/06
	38,712
	6.9%
	4,411 (up 7.6%)

	2004/05
	42,215
	7.5%
	4,101

	2003/04
	40, 835
	7.1%
	3,707

	2002/03
	45,960
	7.8%
	3,457 

	2001/02
	46,810
	8.0%
	3,168

	2000/01
	46,497
	8.4%
	2,618

	1999/00
	46,872
	9.1%
	2,679

	1998/99
	46,406
	9.5%
	2,485

	1997/98
	47,073
	9.8%
	2,285

	1996/97
	46,292
	10.1%
	2,018

	1995/96
	45,531
	10.0%
	2,010

	1994/95
	45,276
	10.0%
	2,212

	1993/94
	43,770
	9.7%
	2,229


Note:  Study abroad figures in the Open Doors report reflect credit given by U.S. campuses in the survey year to their students who studied abroad in the academic year just completed, including the summer term, and therefore the report shows study abroad activity for the prior academic year. Study abroad in 2006/07 will be reported in the 2007/08 Open Doors, once credit is awarded by the home campus.

US – JAPAN EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE
 
Comment from Dr. David H. Satterwhite
Executive Director - Fulbright Commission Japan

 
The continued decline in the number of Japanese students studying in the U.S. may be attributed to a combination of factors including those noted last year such as the overall decline in the number of 18-year-olds, an expansion of educational opportunities within Japan itself, and Japan's economic recovery.

In addition to these previously mentioned reasons, several new factors have emerged in the past year that are likely contributing to a further decline in the number of Japanese students seeking to pursue their university-level or graduate studies in the United States.  These factors include:

1)  A growing interest both among students and Japanese society as a whole in other Asian countries.  Although the U.S. is still the most popular destination for Japanese students studying abroad, the number of students studying in China has increased significantly.

2) The continued recovery of the Japanese economy and the widespread retirement of baby-boomers in 2007 have increased employment opportunities for new college graduates.  In addition, the rigid hiring cycle in Japan, with job searches beginning during a student's Junior Year in college, has influenced many students to reconsider study abroad, particularly "junior year abroad" opportunities.

3) Although harder to document, there also appears to be a shift in the attitudes of the youth of Japan.  While this may not be unique to Japan, there appears to be a growing lack of interest and motivation for young people to go abroad or learn about other cultures.  Some argue that there is a growing interest in things more domestic to Japan, though to date we are not aware of any statistical/polling data corroborating this shift.
