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Country Background: SAUDI ARABIA
Educational Exchange with Saudi Arabia for 2005/06

Source: Open Doors: Report on International Educational Exchange, published annually by IIE with support from the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.  For more information, including press releases on foreign students in the U.S. and U.S. study abroad, and FAQs, including definitions of foreign students and foreign scholars, visit Open Doors online at opendoors.iienetwork.org. Or contact Debbie Gardner at Halstead Communications, 212-734-2190 or Sharon Witherell at IIE, 212-984-5380.
In academic year 2005/06, there were 3,448 students from Saudi Arabia studying in the United States (up 14% from the previous year).  Saudi Arabia was ranked first among Middle Eastern countries, exclusive of Turkey, in number of students studying in the United States.
· Academic Level.  Recent trends indicate that more Saudi students are studying at the undergraduate level than in the recent past.  The breakdown for the most recent two years for which data is available is as follows:
	Academic Level
	2004/05
	2005/06

	Graduate students
	52%
	29%

	Undergraduate
	36%
	49%

	Other*
	8%
	22%


*  “Other” includes non-degree students, intensive English students, and students on Optional Practical Training (OPT).
Intensive English Program Enrollments: The number of Saudi students in intensive English programs has sharply increased in recent years.  Saudi Arabia is now ranked fourth in number of nationals studying in intensive English programs in the United States.  Between 2004 and 2005, the number of Saudis in such programs increased by 361 percent to 1,540 total students.

· Historical trends.  After growing relatively slowly in the 1950s and 1960s, the rate of student enrollments from Saudi Arabia on U.S. campuses began to accelerate in the late 1970s and early 1980s.  Student enrollments from Saudi Arabia peaked in 1980/81 with 10,440 students, and then declined steadily until the mid-1990s.  Enrollment rates gradually increased beginning in 1993/94. Beginning in the 2002/03 academic year, enrollments dropped 25.2% and continued to decline until fall 2005, as participants in the Saudi Scholarship Program began enrolling on U.S. campuses.  In 2005/06, the number of Saudi students enrolled on U.S. campuses rose 14% from the prior academic year, to a total of 3,448.
Saudis Studying Abroad in the United States, 1992/93-2005/06

	Year
	Number of Students 
From Saudi Arabia
	Percentage of Total Foreign Students in the United States

	2005/06
	3,448
	0.6

	2004/05
	3,035
	0.5

	2003/04
	3,521
	0.6

	2002/03
	4,175
	0.7

	2001/02
	5,579
	1.0

	2000/01
	5,273
	1.0

	1999/2000
	5,156
	1.0

	1998/99
	4,931
	1.0

	1997/98
	4,571
	0.9

	1996/97
	4,264
	0.9

	1995/96
	4,191
	0.9

	1994/95
	4,075
	0.9

	1993/94
	3,721
	0.8

	1992/93
	3,752
	0.9
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		Year		# of Students from Saudi Arabia		% of Total Foreign Students in US		# of US Study Abroad Students Going to Saudi Arabia

		2006		3,448		0.6

		2005		3,035		0.5

		2004		3,521		0.6

		2003		4,175		0.7

		2002		5,579		1

		2001		5,273		1

		2000		5,156		1

		1999		4,931		1

		1998		4,571		0.9

		1997		4,264		0.9

		1996		4,191		0.9

		1995		4,075		0.9

		1994		3,721		0.8

		1993		3,752		0.9

		1992		3,554		0.8

		1991		3,584		0.9

		1990		4,110		1.1

		1989		4,970		1.4

		1988		5,490		1.5

		1987		5,840		1.7

		1986		6,900		2

		1985		7,760		2.3

		1984		8,630		2.5		18

		1983		9,250		2.7		6

		1982		10,220		3.1		6

		1981		10,440		3.3

		1980		9,540		3.3

		1979		8,050		3

		1978		6,560		2.8

		1977		4,590		2.3

		1976		3030		1.7

		1975		1540		1

		1974		1,074		0.7

		1973		943		0.6

		1972		835		0.6

		1971		938		0.6

		1970		1,029		0.8

		1969		1,057		0.9

		1968		990		0.9

		1967		807		0.8

		1966		740		0.9

		1965		552		0.7

		1964		389		0.5

		1963		271		0.4

		1962		181		0.3

		1961		154		0.3

		1960		93		0.2

		1959		66		0.1

		1958		61		0.1

		1957		38		0.1

		1956		35		0.1

		1955		40		0.1

		1954		39		0.1

		1952		17		0.1

		1951		13		0

		1949		9		0
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