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INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

Background: Educational Exchange with Taiwan

Source: Open Doors: Report on International Educational Exchange, published annually by IIE.  For more information, including press releases on foreign students in the U.S. and U.S. study abroad, and FAQs, including definitions of foreign students and foreign scholars, visit the Open Doors page on the IIENetwork website, at www.opendoors.iienetwork.org, or contact Deborah Gardner/Ashley Deiser at Halstead Communications, 212-734-2190 or Sharon Witherell/Hannah Thompson, IIE, 212-984-5380.  

In academic year 2004/05, there were 25,914 students from Taiwan studying in the United States (1 % drop from the previous year).  Taiwan is the sixth-leading place of origin for students in the United States.

· Academic Level.  The majority of Taiwan’s students study at the graduate level.  In 2004/05, their breakdown was as follows:
57% 
graduate students

31%
undergraduate

12%
other

· Historical trends.  Taiwanese enrollment has been on the decline in recent years after peaking in 1993/94 with 37,581 students in America. In 1987/88, Taiwan was the leading sender of students to the U.S. In 1988/89, China displaced Taiwan as the leading sender, and Taiwan has fallen gradually since.  

	Year
	# of Students from Taiwan
	% of Total Foreign Students in US
	# of US Study Abroad Students Going to Taiwan

	2004/05
	25,914
	4.6%
	n.a.

	2003/04
	26,178
	4.6%
	195 (up 32%)

	2002/03
	28,017
	4.8%
	148 

	2001/02
	28,930
	5.0%
	173

	2000/01
	28,566
	5.2%
	182

	1999/00
	29,234
	5.7%
	169

	1998/99
	31,043
	6.3%
	165

	1997/98
	30,855
	6.4%
	162

	1996/97
	30,487
	6.7%
	144

	1995/96
	32,702
	7.2%
	172

	1994/95
	36,407
	8.0%
	201

	1993/94
	37,581
	8.4%
	142


Note:  Study abroad figures in the Open Doors report reflect credit given by U.S. campuses in the survey year to their students who studied abroad in the academic year just completed, including the summer term, and therefore the report shows study abroad activity for the prior academic year.   
