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INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

Background: Educational Exchange with Saudi Arabia

Source: Open Doors: Report on International Educational Exchange, published annually by IIE.  The 2004/05 data from Open Doors will be officially released on November 14, 2005, the first day of International Education Week, so the current website data runs only through 2003/04.  For more information, visit the Open Doors page on the IIENetwork website, at www.opendoors.iienetwork.org, or contact Sharon Witherell/Hannah Thompson, IIE, 212-984-5380.  

Highlights of US-Saudi Arabia educational exchanges:

In academic year 2004/05, there were 3,035 students from Saudi Arabia studying in the United States (a 13.8% decline from the previous year).  

· Academic Level.  The majority of Saudi Arabia students study at the undergraduate level.  In 2004/05, their breakdown was as follows:

35.7% 
graduate students

56%
undergraduate

8.3%
other (includes English Language training, non-degree study and Optional Practical Training following completion of degree study) 

· Historical trends.   After growing relatively slowly in the 1950s and 1960s, the rate of enrollments from Saudi Arabia began to accelerate in the late 1970s and early 1980s. International student enrollments from Saudi Arabia peaked in 1980/81 with 10,440 students, and then declined steadily until the mid-1990s.  Enrollment rates gradually increased beginning in 1993/94.  However, in 2002/03 enrollments dropped 25.2% and has continued to decline since then.  

	Year
	# of Students from Saudi Arabia

	2004/05
	3,035 (down 13.8%)

	2003/04
	3,521

	2002/03
	4,175

	2001/02
	5,579

	2000/01
	5,273

	1999/00
	5,156

	1998/99
	4,931

	1997/98
	4,571

	1996/97
	4,264

	1995/96
	4,191

	1994/95
	4,075

	1993/94
	3,721

	1989/1990
	4,110

	1987/1988
	5,490

	1985/1986
	7,700

	1983/1984
	8,630

	1981/1982
	10,220

	1979/1980
	9,540

	1978/1979
	6,560

	1977/1978
	3,885

	1975/1976
	2,371

	1973/1974
	1,074

	1970/1971
	1,029

	1965/1967
	552

	1962/1963
	181

	1960/1961
	93

	1955/1956
	40

	1950/1951
	13


