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Background: Educational Exchange with India

Source: Open Doors: Report on International Educational Exchange, published annually by IIE.  For more information, including press releases on foreign students in the U.S. and U.S. study abroad, and FAQs, including definitions of foreign students and foreign scholars, visit the Open Doors page on the IIENetwork website, at www.opendoors.iienetwork.org, or contact Deborah Gardner/Ashley Deiser at Halstead Communications, 212-734-2190 or Sharon Witherell/Hannah Thompson, IIE, 212-984-5380.  

In academic year 2004/05, there were 80,466 students from India studying in the United States (up 1% from the previous year).  India is the leading place of origin for students in the United States.

· Academic Level.  The majority of the Indian students study at the graduate level.  In 2004/05, their breakdown was as follows:
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· Historical trends.  Beginning in 1997/98, the number of students from India has been increasing dramatically. Five years ago, India’s enrollment number increased by 30%, followed by two more years of double digit growth, 22% and 12%, respectively.  In 2003/04 the number of students from India increased by 7%. Four years ago (2001/02), India surpassed China as the leading sending nation of foreign students to the United States.

	Year
	# of Students from India
	% of Total Foreign Students in US
	# of US Study Abroad Students Going to India

	2004/05
	80,466
	14.2%
	n.a.

	2003/04
	79,736
	13.9%
	1,157 (up 65%)

	2002/03
	74,603
	12.7%
	692 

	2001/02
	66,836
	11.5%
	627

	2000/01
	54,664
	9.9%
	750

	 1999/00
	42,337
	8.2%
	811

	1998/99
	37,482
	7.6%
	707

	1997/98
	33,818
	7.0%
	684

	1996/97
	30,641
	6.7%
	601

	1995/96
	31,743
	7.0%
	470

	1994/95
	33,537
	7.4%
	409

	1993/94
	34,796
	7.7%
	382


Note:  Study abroad figures in the Open Doors report reflect credit given by U.S. campuses in the survey year to their students who studied abroad in the academic year just completed, including the summer term, and therefore the report shows study abroad activity for the prior academic year.   
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Comments on Students from India Coming to the U.S. to Study 

"Indian students continue to enroll in the U.S. in record numbers. They recognize that higher education in the U.S. enhances their career prospects. That the growth in Indian student enrollments was 1% this year is not surprising after the double-digit increases of the last three years, as there are bound to be fluctuations. With 80,466 Indian students, that 1% is still a sizeable figure. USEFI is glad to see the growth, as the student flow between India and the U.S. contributes greatly to both countries."

"The U.S. Embassy has responded to student needs by providing expedited visa processing to help students arrive on campus on time.  The scheduling of visa interview appointments has been redesigned.  These measures effectively communicate the warm welcome the U.S. extends to the large Indian student population." 

"The U.S. Educational Foundation in India (USEFI) has seen an increase in the numbers and types of U.S. university delegations and education fair participants coming to India in the past year. They come to give their institutions and programs visibility in India, to recruit students and to establish collaborations. USEFI assists accredited U.S. institutions in connecting with qualified Indian students and in locating institutional partners for collaborative work. USEFI staff at our offices in Chennai, Delhi, Kolkata, and Mumbai are alert to education trends and student concerns, and are ready to help U.S. universities and colleges."

"Combining the magnitude of demand for higher education in India, the value Indian students place on U.S. higher education, and the availability of student loans, there is bound to be steady interest by Indian students in enrolling in the U.S. The Indian university student population in India is over 9.2 million students now and rapidly growing, according to the University Grants Commission, which funds and supports central government universities in India.  Students find that the investment they make in U.S. education is well worth it in terms of career opportunities.  Student loans are more readily available in India than ever before."

 

 

