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Key Findings: 

· International Student Enrollments vary widely: 46% of survey respondents report a decline in enrollments, whereas 33% report an increase. 21% have seen no noticeable change. The largest number reporting declines said the declines were less than 10% (25.6% of the respondents), but 17.9% of the respondents told of declines from 11-30%. 

· Reasons for Decline/Delays: Survey responses suggest that the new visa application process is the primary reason for the increase in declines and delays (59% reported this), followed by financial difficulties and attraction to other host countries. Many written responses suggest that it may also be a combination of these three factors. 

· Respondents also reported decline in the number of newly admitted international students: 44.5% of the survey respondents report a decline in the number of newly admitted international students for the Fall 2003 semester, compared to last year, with 7.5% reporting a substantial decline of more than 30%. However, 36.6% of the respondents report an increase, up from 29% in the spring. 

· Country Breakdown: Reporting on newly admitted international students from selected countries of origin, a large percent of respondents noted significant drops in new admissions from China (36% of the respondents), Saudi Arabia (29.2%), Pakistan (27.7%), the United Arab Emirates (22.5%), and Egypt (15.9%). Although some respondents report increases in these countries, the reported declines far outweigh the reported increases. To a lesser extent, Turkey, Thailand and Indonesia were also reported as showing declines in new admissions.  On the other hand, a large percentage of respondents have seen significant increases in new international students from Korea (32% of the respondents), India (31.8%), and Kenya (19.1). 

· Most or all international students have arrived by now: 84% report that all or most students have arrived by now for the Fall 2003 semester. 

Background: 

The Fall 2003 survey was conducted to provide updated information about the current picture in international student enrollments on U.S. campuses.  

In order to crosscheck the general survey findings, we surveyed the Top 20 host institutions for international students in the United States, according to Open Doors 2003.  

The Survey was conducted online between October 1 - 17, 2003.
Context: 

This survey was conducted to update the findings of a similar on-line survey conducted last fall (October 2002) and last spring (February 2003), which provided a snapshot of what educators had observed on their campuses at the start of the Fall 2002 and Spring 2003 terms. In those surveys, campus professionals reported that enrollments by international students remained relatively steady, with varying reports showing some campus enrollments increasing despite decreases in enrollment from a several Islamic countries. 

The Fall 2003 surveys and results, along with substantive comments on the survey-related discussion board, are posted on IIE's Open Doors website at http://opendoors.iienetwork.org.

Respondents:

While the Fall 2003 survey responses were anonymous, a total of 276 respondents identified themselves as representing institutions as follows: 153 (54.4%) from universities, 74 (26.8%) from four-year colleges, 34 (12.3%) from two-year colleges, and 15 (5.5%) from other types of institutions.  

Note: A separate breakdown of the responses to a survey sample of the top 20 host institutions appears at the end of this report.
TABLE 1: Institutional Affiliation of Participants in IIENetwork Survey
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ENROLLMENTS

Reporting in Fall 2003 on the total number of international students enrolled at institutions, survey responses varied widely. 33% (90) of the respondents have seen an increase in international student enrollments for the 2002/2003 academic year, compared to the previous year, 21% (58) have not seen any noticeable change, and 46% (125) have seen a decline. However, only 2.2% report a substantial drop (30% or more) in international student enrollments this year (see Table 2).
As the current Open Doors data for the academic year 2002/2003 shows, there has been no absolute drop in the number of international students enrolled in US campus, although the growth rate has dropped quite significantly, from 6.4% to 0.6%. What this Fall 2003 survey suggests is that we might witness a continued trend towards less growth and possibly a slight decline in international students at least in the short term. 

TABLE 2: Educators reporting on the change in total number of international students at U.S institutions this year (academic year 2003/2004) vs. the previous academic year (2002/2003.
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Furthermore, over two-thirds of the survey respondents, who reported a significant overall decline (more than 30%) in international students, said it was more evident at the undergraduate level.

TABLE 3: Stronger overall decline in international students is at undergraduate level.
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Reasons for the Declines/Delays

Survey responses suggest that the new visa application process is the primary reason for the increase in declines and delays, followed by financial difficulties and students’ attraction to other host countries. Many written responses suggest that it may also be a combination of these three factors. 

58.7% (122) of the respondents note that the new visa application process is the primary reason for declines and delays. 21.2% see financial difficulties as the primary reason, and 9.1% say that the reason for the delays/declines is that students are attracted to other host countries, mainly Australia, Canada and the United Kingdom. 

Some respondents have also noted in written comments that as the economic climate in the United States deteriorates, university administrations tend to cut “periphery programs such as international education related recruitment, programs and services”.  The lack of recruitment might further drive potential international students to other host countries.  Most of the respondents expressed some concern in their written comments that the new visa application process or even just the students’ perception that the process is more difficult now, are driving students to apply to institutions in other countries. 
TABLE 4: New Visa Application Process is primary reason for delays and declines, according to survey respondents
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Newly Admitted International Students

Asked about the change in the total number of newly admitted international students on US campuses from Fall 2002 to Fall 2003, survey respondents report the following: 44.5% (119) report a decline in number of newly admitted international students for the Fall 2003 semester compared to last year, with 7.5% reporting a substantial decline of more than 30%. 

36.6% (98) report an increase in newly admitted students, up from 29% in the spring. Nineteen percent (51) report no noticeable change. 

This is quite a significant change in comparison to results from a Spring 2003 survey, where only 31% of the respondents reported a decline in enrollments. 

TABLE 5: Educators reporting on changes in the total number of new international students enrolled this year vs. last year. 
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Were students delayed in arriving for Fall 2003 Classes and did they arrive?
Asked about international students who were expected to arrive in time for the Fall 2003 semester, 88 respondents (32.7%) report that all of their international students have arrived and 138 (51.3%) report that only few (10% or less) students did not yet arrive. 34 (12.6%) of the respondents note that some (11-30%) of their international students have not yet arrived, and only 9 (3.3%) report that 30% or more of their students had not yet arrived. 
TABLE 6: 84 percent of educators reported that most or all of their students who were delayed in the fall have now arrived.
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Newly Admitted International Students

Country Breakdown

Asked to comment specifically on new students from some of the major sending countries and selected Islamic countries, respondents report that new enrollments from Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, and China seem to have been impacted the most, with the number of respondents reporting a drop in newly admitted international students from these countries far outweighing the number of respondents reporting increases (see Tables 8 and 9).

Reporting on newly admitted international students from selected countries of origin, participants note significant drops in new admissions for China (36% of respondents have seen a decline in international students), Saudi Arabia (29.2%), Pakistan (27.7%), the United Arab Emirates (22.5%), and Egypt (15.9%). Although some respondents report increases in these countries, the reported declines far outweigh the reported increases. To a lesser extent, Turkey, Thailand and Indonesia might also have been affected, although there is a more even balance between respondents indicating increases and those indicating declines.
On the other hand, respondents have seen quite significant increases in new international students from Korea (32% of respondents report an increase), India (31.8%), and Kenya (19.1%).

Tables 8 and 9 show a summary of the country breakdown, comparing the percentage of respondents reporting an increase with the percentage of respondents reporting a decrease. The percentage of respondents reporting no noticeable change in the number of new international students from these particular countries (which brings the total of responses to 100%) has not been included. 

Please also note that within the reported overall declines/increases there are still varying degrees of declines/increases. For the exact breakdown of responses by countries, please see tables 10-21. 

TABLES 8 and 9: Reported increases vs. reported declines in new international students for Fall 2003. 
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Table 10: New Students from India: 
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Table 11: New Students from China: 

[image: image11.png]‘What kind of change, f any, have you noticed this Fall (2003), compared to the previous Fall 2002, i the number of newly admitted international students frc

s |

100
o
@
&
&
5
™
5
&
55
el

45
a
ES
El
2
2
15
10

s

Substartilincrease (30% or more)

o noticesbie change

Some deciie (11-30%)

I 10 Substartial ncrease (30% or more)|
N 14 Some increase (11-30%)

] 2¢ Sight increas (10% or less)
N 95 1o rctceatle change

141 Sight cecine (10% or less)
S 15 Some destne (11-30%)
S 23 Substantial decline (30% o more)





Table 12: New Students from Korea: 

[image: image12.png]‘What kind of change, f any, have you noticed this Fall (2003), compared to the previous Fall 2002, i the number of newly admitted international students frc

110

105

100
@
@
&
@
5
n
6
&
55
£l
45
a
ES
EY

Substartilincrease (30% or more)

No noticesbie change

Some deciie (11-30%)

I 11 Substartial ncrease (30% or more)|
N 15 Some increase (11-30%)

[ #1 Sight increass (10% or less)
N 100 o rotceable change

1 16Sight cecine (10% or less)
I 13 Some destne (11-30%)
IS 10 Substantial decline (30% or more)





Table 13: New Students from Indonesia: 

[image: image13.png]‘What kind of change, f any, have you noticed this Fall (2003), compared to the previous Fall 2002, i the number of newly admitted international students frc

140

130

120

110

100

@

@

™

&

£l

a

£l

2

0

o

Substartilincrease (30% or more)

No noticesbie change

Some deciie (11-30%)

BN S Substartial ncrease (30% or more)|
B 4 Some increase (11-30%)

1 13Sight increase (10% or less)
I 135 No rctceable change

1 14 Sight cecine (10% or less)
S 5 Some destine (11-30%)
I 11 Substantia decline (30% or more)






Table 14: New Students from Malaysia: 
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Table 15: New Students from Pakistan: 
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Table 16: New Students from Saudi Arabia: 
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Table 17: New Students from United Arab Emirates: 
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Table 18: New Students from Turkey: 
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Table 19: New Students from Kenya: 
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Table 20: New Students from Nigeria: 
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Table 21: New Students from Thailand: 

[image: image21.png]What i f change, i ny, haveyou otces i o (2083, comparesd o th proious Fll 2002 i the umber of newyadmited nernatonal students

BN S Substartial ncrease (30% or more)|
B 3 Some increase (11-30%)

1 19Sight increass (10% or less)
I 124 No rctceatble change

1 20 Sight cecine (10% or less)
I 12 Some destine (11-30%)

IS 10 Substantial decline (30% or more)

Substartilincrease (30% or more) Nonoficesbe change  Some deciine (11-30%)




FOLLOW-UP SURVEY WITH THE TOP 20 HOST INSTITUTIONS

In order to crosscheck these general survey findings, we the Top 20 host institutions for international students in the United States, according to Open Doors 2003. Of the Top 20, fifteen campuses responded. 

The results of this targeted group are similar to the overall survey responses and help to substantiate the trends found in the Fall 2003 survey: 

Although 31% of the Top 20 survey respondents report a slight increase in international student enrollments, the reported declines outweigh the reported increases: 50% of the Top 20 survey respondents report a slight decline in international student enrollments on their campus for Fall 2003, compared to last year (Fall 2002). 19% have seen no noticeable change. 

Nearly two-thirds (73%) of the respondents point to the new student visa application process as the primary reason for delays and declines, followed by financial difficulties (18%) and students’ attraction to other host countries (9%). 

Responding to changes in the number of new international student admissions for Fall 2003 as compared to last year, the declines are far more substantial. 57% of the respondents report declines, whereas only 29% reported an increase. 14% have not seen any noticeable change. 

All respondents noted that most or all of their international students who were expected to arrive for the Fall 2003 semester have indeed arrived by now. 

The country breakdown on new international student admissions is similar to the general Fall 2003 survey. Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, United Arab Emirates and Egypt seem most affected. 

However, the Top 20 responses differed substantially regarding new international student admissions from China. In the overall survey, respondents reported larger declines than increases. The Top 20 respondents report significantly larger increases in new admissions from China. Similar results were found for Malaysia. 
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